
 

 

BWSF NEWSLETTER       
 Blue White Scholarship Foundation Spring 2019 

The Blue White Scholarship Foundation (BWSF) is a private 501(c)(3) founded in 1973. BWSF is composed 
of and operated  by Villanova Alumni and friends. BWSF is not affiliated with VILLANOVA UNIVERSITY®.  
 

BWSF is a safety net to ensure students graduate. We’re here to help “Bridge the Financial Gap.” 
Our only mission is to raise money for scholarships. We help juniors and seniors who AFTER 
receiving financial assistance from Villanova University and taking out loans, are STILL short.  

The following words are marks registered with the United States Federal Patent and Trademark Office for Villanova University  VILLANOVA 
UNIVERSITY®, VILLANOVA®, WILDCATS™. The Villanova "V" is also a registered service mark that is copyright and trademarked by VILLANOVA 
UNIVERSITY®. All other content is subject to copyright. It may not be copied or reproduced. Copyright ©2019  All Rights Reserved.    



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

In the last newsletter we outlined our intentions 
to start an Endowment program, the formation of 
an Endowment Committee, and the  names and 
pictures of the committee members.  We are now 
pleased to announce that the Market Street 
Group investment advisory  team of UBS Finan-
cial Services has been 
selected by the Endow-
ment Committee for the 
implementation and exe-
cution of our Endow-
ment Investment Strate-
gy.  The following page 
highlights the expertise 
of our advisors.  

We all excited to get on 
board this initiative to 
“Bridge the Gap” and create an Endowment  that 
will ensure that  Blue White Scholarships will be 
granted in  perpetuity. 

     

So what can you do, you ask? 

Ok, the obvious answer is donate to the      
Scholarship Endowment, but ah– there is so 
much more you can do.  

Did you know we are now an Amazon  
Affiliate?  As an Amazon Affiliate we earn from 
qualifying purchases. What this means is that 
we can earn scholarship monies , BUT IF and 
only IF  you go to our website first. It’s easy– 
go to BlueWhiteScholarship.org and click on 
the Amazon Shop Icon. It takes you to Amazon 
through our website. By doing it this way,  
Amazon can track your purchases back to the 
Blue White Scholarship Foundation. That 
allows them to then give us a check of a 
minimum of 2% to 6% on most purchases.    

So that is all my good news for now. 

Happy Spring!- One big hug to you—Kate  

From Executive Director Kate Cellucci  

~ Morrison C. Huston 

 
Life would really be “Grand” if it were filled with people like Diana Morris. With-
out ever asking, our part time office Manager, Diana Morris– wrote on March 
19th the following message on  her Facebook Page:  
 

Hi FB Friends: I need a favor. As most of you already know, I work for Blue White 
Scholarship Foundation, a 503(c)(3) corporation. We "bridge the gap" for 3rd and 
4th year students at Villanova University who have exhausted all grants, loans, 
scholarships, etc. who are working and are 100% responsible for their tuition. In 
most situations, their families are unable to contribute due to things like loss of em-
ployment, illness or catastrophic medical bills. 

We are very excited that we are now partnering with Amazon.com and will receive a portion from all sales origi-
nating from our website www.BlueWhiteScholarship.org. When ordering from Amazon, simply go to our web-
site, click on the Amazon button and it will direct you to Amazon where you can place your order. Just think, 
with each order you will be helping a student graduate who has made a promise to "pay it forward" for future stu-
dents.~~~~~ Thank you so very much in advance and may God bless you.~~~~~ Diana 

 

March Donor of the Month –  Diana Morris 



Holding a Pretzel with  
“No Salt”  Maxime Ju 
and Johanna Hildebrand 

 

 

Since returning to Phila-
delphia, Tim has been an 
active participant in for, 
and not-for profit Boards.  
He served as Treasurer          
of American Insight from 
2004 – 2009, The Samuel 
Fleisher Art Memorial as 
Trustee and Vice Presi-
dent from 2004 – 2013, 
and Treasurer of The 
Stoneleigh Foundation 
from 2010 – 2017.   

Curtis J. Wilson, Jr. 
Senior Vice President 

Ed J. McDevitt, III CFA 
First Vice President 

Curt graduated from The University of Notre Dame, with a B.S. in Electrical 
Engineering.  He received his Masters in Management from Northwestern 
University's Kellogg School of Management. He joined Gulf Oil working as a 
securities analyst in the Treasury Department.  After two years at Gulf Oil, Curt was 
recruited by Goldman Sachs in NYC before moving permanently to Philadelphia 
where he worked with both institutional and individual clients, initially serving as a 
research and trading liaison.  Later his responsibilities included working with high 
net worth individual families. After seventeen years at Goldman, Curt joined UBS 
Financial Services and became a founding partner of the Market Street Group.   

A father of three grown daughters, Curt is serves on the following Board of 
Trustees: Loyola University of Maryland Curt, The Fleisher Art Memorial and The 
Wagner Free Institute of Science.  He has been pursuing a Masters in Religious 
Studies at Villanova University.  In his spare time, Curt is an avid competitive cyclist 
and Curt plays the hand bells at Ardmore Presbyterian Church, Ardmore, PA. 

Ed began his career at Alex Brown and Sons in the private client division. Then he 
worked at Goldman Sachs in the Institutional Equities Division where he advised 
hedge funds, pension funds and money managers on their investment strategies. He 
then moved to Alson, as the head trader of a $3 billion long-short equity hedge fund. 
He then moved to Morgan Stanley. Before moving to Philadelphia where he joined 
Market Street Investment Group at UBS.  
 
Mr. McDevitt holds the Chartered Financial Analyst designation and received his 
B.A. in Economics from Hamilton College. Ed was an avid triathlete. He won his age 
group in multiple Ironman Competitions and qualified for the Hawaii Ironman World 
Championship nine times. Ed lives with his wife Isabel and two children Sophie and 
Charlton.  

                                             After graduating from the University of Pennsylvania 
with a BA in English, and serving in the United States  Army in Southeast Asia,  
Morrison (Nicknamed “Tim”) started his financial services career with White, Weld & 
Co. in Philadelphia, PA.  As an institutional fixed –income specialist, he covered 
banks, mutual funds, and insurance companies from Pittsburgh to Baltimore.  In 
1978 Tim joined Kidder, Peabody & Co., In 1980 he was asked to come to NYC.   

In 1985 he was appointed the Director of Unit Investment Trust Department, creating 
the first high yield UIT. In 1987, Tim co-founded KP High Yield Asset Management, 
which structured the first Collateralized Bond Obligations – the Institutional Investors 
Deal of the Year.  Moving to KP Asset Management, he structured and marketed the 
first US Dollar denominated off-shore money fund.  He later was promoted to be the 
senior portfolio manager of all of Kidder's Municipal Bond Funds and separately man-
aged accounts. In 1993, Tim was recruited by Legg Mason in Baltimore Maryland to 
be the National Institutional Fixed Income Sales Manager. After a substantial acquisi-
tion, he successfully integrated the two sales forces, and recruited and supervised 
sales personnel in multiple trading locations. 

He returned to New York to the recently merged firm of Paine Webber- Kidder Pea-
body as a National Corporate Relationship manager, selling corporate services to 
Fortune 500 Companies.  When UBS bought PW-KP, Tim   was fortunate enough to 
be able to return to Philadelphia to work with money managers and family offices. 
Tim is responsible for the fixed income and hybrid securities for the Market Street 
Group.  The analysis of fixed income securities differs substantially from equity re-
search, focusing on cash flows and the ability to pay over time. 

Morrison C. Huston  
Senior Vice President 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Help Us Achieve A Great  
Non-Profits Seal for 2019! 

We need your testimonial on Facebook & Great Non-Profit  
It’s easy,  go to our website and choose Facebook or the Seal 

Major General (R) Randall Marchi  —   
Professional with expertise in non-profit issues  

The Blue/White Scholarship Foundation is an extremely worthwhile and 
beneficial nonprofit organization. It's an organization that truly makes a 
difference in the lives of young aspiring leaders in providing financial 
assistance to students in need. Also, it is transparent and  accountable of 
donations collected and distributed. I've attended numerous fundraisers 
over the years and what stands out is the personal interaction of the 
students who received assistance. These students are appreciative and 
humble and cannot say thank you enough to the donors and Blue White 
Board members.  

Jeff Lipson  —  Past Board Member 

I left Villanova with considerable student loans. Like most kids 
graduating, it took me many years to finally pay these debts. And I 
was fairly lucky, I had a partial scholarship. When Kate asked me 
to be a member of the Board of the BWSF I agreed as I recalled 
how difficult it was to finish my own degree (because of financial 
hardship). The students who receive our scholarships are all kids 
who have proven themselves and now need just a little help in 
completing their degrees. The best part is hearing about how 
successful they become after graduation. The team at BWSF is 
dedicated and passionate. They work very hard at making this 
charity successful in giving to needy students. Anyone who 
donates should know that this is a legit organization whose number 
one goal is to see Villanova students go on to do  great things.  

Anonymous  -  Past  Board Member 
Coming from a middle class family, I received some financial aid to attend Villanova, but not enough. Working 
during the school year, over the summers, and applying for loans helped. getting ready to graduate I was 
notified that my account was delinquent, and I would not be able to graduate unless my bill was paid. I had no 
money and neither did my parents. Fortunately a good friend was able to lend me the money and we 
graduated together. Trying to give back and helping those who need it to complete their goal at Villanova is 
something I want to do. Some years I am able to give more than others, both to BWSF and Villanova, and I 
will continue to do so.  

Read/Write Testimonial 



 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

On Our Website, click on the  
Read/Write Testimonials  
Button  to write a testimonial  

Ally Weaver  —  Former BWSF Scholar 
ER Nurse at Health One Careers 

The Blue White Scholarship Foundation has had a huge impact on me. 
When my family was struggling to pay for my final years at nursing school, 
BWSF stepped in an helped bridge the gap for us so that I could complete 
my nursing school and focus on my schoolwork, my job as a Staff Supervisor
--Head Resident Assistant, and my volunteer efforts within the community, 
rather than focus on the financial strain of trying to pay for my schooling. So, 
thank you BWSF for giving me some financial space to find time to do the 
things I always dreamed of doing in college. But even more importantly, 
thank you for giving my family some peace of mind that we so desperately 
needed. I'm so grateful for your support and guidance in my last year at 
Villanova University.   

David Castelli   —  Former BWSF Scholar 
Financial Analyst at J.P. Morgan, Chase & Co. 

I am a second semester senior at Villanova and the Blue White Scholarship 
Foundation has tremendously helped fund my education these past two years. I 
worked 2 on-campus jobs and exhausted the amount that I can take out in loans. 
Without the help from this organization and its wonderful donors, I would not have 
been able to make it to where I am today, being a part of the inspiring Villanova 
community. Blue White helps many students like me to receive our degree in order 
to excel in the real world. The new mentor program has connected me with many 
professionals at various companies and helped me get a summer internship after 
my junior year, which led into a full-time opportunity after graduation. I am so 
thankful for the Blue White Scholarship Foundation and its continuous efforts to help 
fellow Villanovans reach their full potential!  

Tom Atmalba  —  Donor 

When you read the credentials of the recipients of the 
Blue White Scholarships and the financial hardship many 
of these students face I, for one, would want every 
deserving candidate to fulfill their education and dream. 
They are truly exceptional individuals both in talent and 
character. I know, personally, the value my scholarship 
financial aid provided in allowing me to participate fully in 
the Villanova college experience and wish to reach out to 
help these capable students. With the exorbitant college 
costs today it is more imperative to help these talented 
individuals fulfill their education and become productive 
members of our Country. GO NOVA !  

Read/Write Testimonial 



 

    

 

            “As an Amazon Associate we will receive   
of the sales price from qualifying Amazon purchases.” 

 

But it only works if you shop 
through our custom link! 

 
 

Just Click on the Amazon Banner  

found on our homepage 
www.bluewhitescholarship.org 

Amazon and the Amazon logo are trademarks  of Amazon.com, Inc or its affiliates.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 March, April and May Acts of Kindness - Villanova MBA Team 

AJ O’Malley is  an 
Interna onal Digital 

Marke ng Manager at 
Vanguard   

Danielle Kane is an 
Investment Analyst at 

Samson Wealth 
Management Group LLC.  

Jus n Layman is a Global 
Customer Success 
Manager at Ver v  

Caitlin Friel currently works in Quality & Safety for Penn Medicine. 
She chose Villanova for the MBA curriculum, which aligned with 
what she wants which is a strong Analy cs concentra on, along 
with it’s strong reputa on and widespread alumni base in the 
surrounding Philadelphia area.  She chose to help the Blue White 
Scholarship Founda on because of the great things Danielle and 
Lincoln  said about the work  done for students. She went on to 
say that  “The ability Blue White has  to personally impact so 
many people is very inspiring. “ 

Lincoln Escobar works as an Graduate Assistant of the Office of 
Student Involvement. A er obtaining his Villanova undergraduate 
degree, Lincoln stayed to obtain his MBA. When asked why he 
wanted to help BWSF, he explained that he has seen how it helped a 
close friend , Cynthia  H.,  a 2016 recipient,  and what it meant to 
her.  Danielle Kane (below) and Lincoln both a ended the 
Oktoberfest fundraiser in the Fall. “When we met the students and 
learned first hand how this organiza on has impacted their lives, we 
knew we wanted to choose BWSF for our MBA Project” He 
enthusias cally said  BWSF was first on our  list!  

“Our best  recommendation to help the Blue White Scholarship Foundation, is 
to ask all donors to do Peer-to-Peer marketing. What is that? It means just talk  

up BW to other Villanovans. Explain the BWSF mission to “Bridge the Gap.”  
Ask them to sign up for $10 monthly giving & Shop Amazon on the Website” 



 

Colleen  
Campbell 

2020 
 

Hometown  

Bal more, MD  

Major  

Psychology  

 

Extracurricular  

NOVAdance, Blue Key Society, Back on My Feet, Campus 

Ministry, Special Olympics 

Career Aspira ons   

Pediatric occupa onal therapist 

Favorite Quote  

“People may forget what you said or what you did, but they 

will never forget how you made them feel.” ‐Maya Angelou  

How the Blue and White Scholarship Helps Me 

I am the oldest of four children and my parents are currently 

going through a divorce, posing a great financial hardship for 

our family and taking a toll on our financial situa on in more 

ways than one. I am helping to pay for my college tui on by 

working as many hours as I can on top of my classes and 

extracurricular involvement. The Blue White Scholarship is a 

huge blessing to me and my family because it helps bridge 

the gap and alleviate costs our own funds do not quite cover.  

 Work Experience 

Colleen currently work as an Admissions Assistant in 

Villanova's Office of Admission and has also been employed 

by a family in the nearby community as a babysi er since the 

beginning of freshman year.  

Meet Our Blue White Scholars 
Our students drive the Blue White Mission year‐in and year‐out. Each newsle er will feature some of our 

outstanding  scholars,  sharing  their  backgrounds,  and  showing  you  how  your  contribu ons  are  assis ng 

them. Our goal is to inspire you to share our mission……...We con nue to provide one‐on‐one mentoring 

for our Blue White Scholars.  

Leah  
Berman  

2019 
 

Hometown  

Chicago, IL  

Major  

Chemical 

Engineering 

Extracurricular  

Society of Women Engineers, Faith and Learning Scholars, 

Engineering Ambassadors 

Career Aspira ons  

Con nue to research at Los Alamos Na onal Laboratory for 

the Nuclear Weapons Program 

Favorite Quote  

“What lies behind us and what lies before us are  ny 

ma ers compared to what lies within us.” ― Ralph Waldo 

Emerson  

How the Blue and White Scholarship Helps Me 

 In addi on to working during the summers I also hold five 

on campus jobs. I work so many hours but I’m s ll not 

really able to make ends meet with my tui on. In addi on 

my parents have faced layoffs in recent years and my dad 

has been diagnosed with kidney failure. This scholarship 

helps my dad focus on his health and me on being a 

student instead of an employee.  

Work Experience 

Leah has worked at the Los Alamos Na onal Laboratory as 

both an Applied Nuclear Science and Engineering Intern 

and an Ac nide Materials Processing Intern. She currently 

worked for Villanova’s NASA CLASS and PIXIE Projects as an 

Instrumenta on and  Machinist Assistant.   



Camille  
Smith 
2020 

 

Hometown 

 Newtown, PA  
 

Major 
Chemical   

Engineering 
 

Ac vi es & Involvement 
Villanova Haveners, Villanova Voices, Blue Key Society,        
New Student Orienta on, Service Learning 

Career Aspira on 
Pediatric Neurosurgeon  

Favorite Quote 
"It is not what happens to you, it is how you respond to it." 

Extraordinary Circumstances 

The Blue White Scholarship is allowing me to contribute more 

to my educa on and is consequently taking some of the 

pressure off of my parents. 

Work Experience  

On Campus, Camille is currently a Teaching Assistant for 

Biofuels. In the past two summers she worked in fields related 

to medicine. Summer 2018 she worked as a Medical Assistant 

at The Village at Newtown Medical Center and as a Process 

Control Intern at The Janssen Pharmaceu cal Companies of 

Johnson & Johnson. Summer 2017 she worked as a Summer 

Intern GTO in Advanced Technology at The Janssen 

Pharmaceu cal Companies of Johnson & Johnson.  

Chris  
Sheldon  

2019 
 

Hometown  
Glen Rock, NJ 

Major  
Finance and Accoun ng  

 

 

Extracurricular  
University Equity Society, University Tech Crew, Club 
Running, Eucharis c Minister and Church Greeter 

Career Aspira ons  
Managing Director/Por olio Manager in Sales and Trading or 
Forensic Accountant  

Favorite Quote  
“Life is like riding a bicycle. To keep balance, you must keep 
moving.” – Albert Einstein  

How the Blue and White Scholarship Helps Me 
One quote from St Thomas of Villanova that has always 
stood out to me is: “Charity is not just giving, rather 
removing the need of those who receive charity and 
libera ng them from it when possible.” By receiving this 
assistance from Blue White Club, I have been liberated from 
a significant part of my heavy financial concerns for this 
upcoming school year. With that being said I cannot begin to 
find the words that equate to how overwhelmed I am by 
being selected for this honor. With this assistance, it will 
allow me to find a balance between schoolwork, 
employment, and extracurricular ac vi es. 

When I received the le er from the Blue White Scholarship 
Founda on, I was ecsta c that donors like yourself care 
enough to make it possible for me to complete my 
educa on. It is through moments like this that I truly realized 
how  ghtly knit and suppor ve the ‘Nova Na on is. 

Work Experience  
This summer Chris is going to be a Summer Audit Intern with 
KPMG. On campus, Chris works for the University Tech Crew. 



My name is Leah Berman and I am so grateful to be a recipient of the Blue and 
White Scholarship. I wanted to take the opportunity to thank you for your 
donation and to tell you about myself.  
 
I am a senior at Villanova, majoring in Chemical Engineering and minoring in 
Chinese. My inspiration for studying Chemical Engineering began during a 
high school trip to a women in STEM conference at Argonne National 
Laboratory. On this trip I was influenced by female engineers who pioneered 
innovative research projects that were applicable to the problems our nation 
faced. These women showed me that engineers have the ability to design 
around challenges to improve the quality of life for those in their community. I 

hope to follow in their footsteps at Los Alamos National Laboratory as a research and development engineer for 
the Nuclear Weapons Program. For the past two summer’s I have worked at Los Alamos National Laboratory in a 
team that ensures national security through stockpile stewardship.  
 
While on campus I also work five additional jobs. I am a resident 
assistant, a teacher’s assistant for the physics department, I fix 
projectors in the classrooms across Villanova, a machinist 
apprentice, in which I hand build different research instruments, 
and a student researcher for NASA. I began my work with NASA 
as a freshman. I went to every professor I had contact with for a 
job not only for the work experience, but because I knew I 
needed to start helping my family support my education 
financially. That summer, I biked 8 miles a day to and from 
work, slept on the ground in a house I shared with 5 roommates, 
and ate nothing but rice and oatmeal. It was an extremely difficult 
summer, but it was so important to me to begin my career. 
Because of the work I did during that summer I was able to 
become published as an undergraduate. Next school year, I will 
author another report on research that builds on the work I started 
as a freshman.  

“ Despite all of the work I do during 
the summer and school year, my 
family has always struggled to make 
ends meet with my tuition. Both of my 
parents have suffered several layoffs 
each in the last few years. My mom is 
expecting another layoff in a couple of 
months when the medication she sells 
goes generic. Additionally, my dad 
was recently diagnosed with kidney 
failure. His health has had an extreme 
impact on his ability to work. “ 
  

Student Thank-You   by Leah Berman 

My research team and I inside America’s 
Plutonium Manufacturing Facility (2017). 

Me winning the National Championship for Powerlifting 
in my weight division (2015). This was a moment that 
taught me about inner strength and mental toughness 



Student Thank-You   by Chris Sheldon 

My name is Christopher Sheldon and I am writing to thank you for 
your donation to the Blue White Scholarship Foundation. As one 
of the recipients of the scholarship this year, I am profoundly 
grateful for your generosity.  I’d like to take this opportunity to let 
you know a little bit about who I am so that you may know who 
your generous donation is assisting.   My friends call me Chris. I 
am from Glen Rock, New Jersey and attended Bergen Catholic 
High School before becoming a member of the ‘Nova Nation. I am 
a rising senior in the School of Business and currently pursuing a 
double major in Accounting and Finance with a minor in Business 
Analytics. You can find me most days either working in 
Villanova’s Bloomberg Finance lab, working with Villanova 

University Tech Crew (VUTC) to set up for a wide variety of events all over campus, or assisting 
the Pastoral Musicians at the St. Thomas of Villanova Church.  (continued next page) 

 

He has to take significant amounts of time off 
work to go to dialysis treatments and has 
struggled recently to afford any support to his 
children. My twin brother and I have lived with 
constant anxiety about how we would scrape 
together what we needed for our final school 
year. That anxiety ended when I received the 
letter of acceptance to the Blue and White 
Scholarship. 
 
“I truly believe that my life changed by 
winning this scholarship. Winning this 
scholarship has allowed me to focus on 
my schoolwork and passion for 
research. Without it, I would not have 
the opportunity to achieve what I can 

in my last year at Villanova. In addition, it takes the pressure off my dad and allows him to 
focus on his health. When I called him and told him about the scholarship, the sound of 
relief in his voice was so clear. That news was a push of positivity he and the rest of my 
family needed to continue fighting through this difficult time. It is indescribable how 
appreciative I am to have received this scholarship. I can only hope to live up to the 
generosity you have shown in making this scholarship possible. “   ~Leah 

Student Thank-You ... 

The Chinese Department and I celebrating Chinese 
New Year as a Resident Hall Event (2018). As an RA, I 
have the opportunity to host events. I love using events to 
champion diversity by creating spaces for learning about 
new cultures. 



 

 

I am proud to be an Eagle Scout. I was awarded a bronze 
palm in 2015, and I continue to live out the Boy Scout 
slogan by “doing a good turn daily.” Community service 
remains an integral part of my life experience and has 
fostered my passion for giving back to my community. I 
enjoy taking part in the Villanova Days of Service.  I’ve 
annually coordinated a number of food drives with the 
Northern New Jersey Villanova Alumni chapter on behalf 
of Ridgewood Social Services & the Father English 
Community Center in Paterson.  Being a part of Special 
Olympics on campus has always been as rewarding as 
taking part in the Villanova day of service.   
 
At home, I have a younger sibling, Tori, who recently 
graduated from Immaculate Heart Academy and will be 
attending Saint Joseph’s University in the fall. My 
parents have utilized all their resources in 
order to give both my sister and I a strong 
Catholic education. They have made great 
sacrifices over the past several years to 
support both of our dreams.   
 
 

The members of the Executive Board of Villano-
va University Tech Crew and me in the grotto   

(2017-2018). 

Based out of Tolentine 009, we assist Villanova   
University in setting up sound and lighting for all 

events across campus. This year I served as the Fi-
nancial Manager and Audio Head Technician. 

 
I often saw a look of concern from my 
parents as to whether or not they would 
be able to provide for both of us simulta-
neously. I did all that I could to help re-
duce the tension that my parents were 
facing and show them that I appreciated 
the sacrifices that they made, I worked 
two jobs on campus and dedicated hours 
of time towards my studies to ensure 
that I got the best grades possible, 
which is reflected by my being selected 
to become a member of the Villanova 
chapter of Beta Gamma Sigma. 
 
When I received the letter from the Blue 
White Scholarship Foundation, I was ec-
static that donors like yourself care enough 
to make it possible for me to complete my 
education.  My entire family felt incredibly 
thankful and blessed to know that you all 
were so willing to help us. It is through 
moments like this that I truly realized how 
tightly knit and supportive the ‘Nova Na-
tion is. 

My Immediate Family and I by the Oreo dur-
ing Family Weekend (2018) 

Student Thank-You Chris Sheldon... 



 

.  
With your assistance, I will be able to find 
balance between my responsibilities as 
Financial Manager and Audio Head Technician 
of Villanova University Tech Crew to help 
organize orientation along with various 
awesome events on campus for current 
students, prospective students, and alumni to 
enjoy.  
 
I will also be able to spend more time in 
Villanova’s Bloomberg Finance Lab so that I can 
assist the Equity Society in creating a more 
profitable portfolio and commit more of my time 
to researching why certain stocks that I have 
been following have increased/decreased in 
value. I hope to that my commitment will allow 
me to play a larger role in the Equity Society 

I have wanted to work on Wall Street ever since I was little. 
When my Father took me into the city with him for the first 
time, the financial capital of the world, I knew that my desire 
was to work there in the future. I have a passion for learning 
about the financial markets and hope to help others with their 
financial decision-making as either their financial advisor  
 

“Dress like Jay Wright Day”                                    
with some of my closest friends (2017) 

After being at Villanova for two National Champion-
ships, Wildcat basketball games have provided some 
of my fondest memories at Villanova and helped form 

life-long friend friendships. 

Student Thank-You ... 

or accountant. I have been working as hard as possi-
ble to achieve these goals while in school through 
hours of studying and networking while simultane-
ously working two jobs on campus.  
 

One quote from St Thomas of Villanova that 
has always stood out to me is: “Charity is 
not just giving, rather removing the need of 
those who receive charity and liberating 
them from it when possible.” By receiving 
this assistance from Blue White Club, you 
have liberated a significant part of my heavy 
financial concerns for this upcoming school 
year. With that being said I cannot begin to 
find the words that equate to how over-
whelmed I am by being selected for this 
honor. Once again, allow me to extend my 
heart-felt gratitude for the kindness the 
group has extended to myself and the other 
Villanovans that will receive your financial 
assistance..      ~Chris 

Chris proudly displays his award plaque given 
out at the Franklin Pledge “Pay It Forward”           

Ceremony held each September 



Student Spotlight - Leah Berman - Chemical Engineering  
According to the 
ancient Greeks the 
universe was created 
from chaos through 
the marriage of 
powerful beings 
representing the earth 
and sky. Mythology 
shows a longing for 
man to understand 
and explain the 
phenomena around 
him especially his 

origin story. Through observation and experimentation, 
science has stepped in to theorize the answers to some of 
man’s questions. Left incompletely answered however is 
the origin of the universe. The current leading theory in 
modeling the universe is the Lambda-CDM model. This 
model quantifiably describes the cosmology of the Big 
Bang. It is considered the standard model due to its 

ability to account for the thermal radiation that travels 
towards us from the early universe, for the observed 
geometric flatness of the universe, why it appears the 
same in all directions and the origin of large-scale 
structure. The relic radiation that can be observed from 
as early as when the universe was 380,000 years old is 
known as the cosmic microwave background. This 
radiation is believed to be polarized by primordial 
gravitational waves produced by cosmic inflation, the 
theorized rapid expansion in the first 10^-32 seconds of 
the universe. 

 
NASA has a proposed the Primordial Inflation Explorer, 
PIXIE, a satellite that will measure the depolarized and 
polarized spectra from the cosmic microwave 
background. Discovering and measuring the pattern of 
this polarization would provide tangible evidence of 
cosmic inflation’s existence. Proving cosmic inflation’s 
existence would add support to the theorized Lambda-
CDM model considering that a major rebuttal to the 
theory questions how the universe could start from a tiny 
particle and expand rapidly and evenly.  PIXIE is a 
highly sensitive machine capable of broad spectral    

coverage. It will require the blackest cryogenic calibrator 
ever created for comparison with cosmological signals. 
This calibrator will be made out of hundreds of 
individual carbon loaded epoxy cones attached to a 
copper backplane. Over the past 3 years, I have been a 
member of the instrumental research  team that provides 
this necessary equipment for the PIXIE mission.  

My involvement on this research team began as a 
freshmen. I reached out to the Physics Department at 
Villanova for 
an opportunity 
to work with 
the lead 
professor, Dr. 
David Chuss. 
Dr. Chuss was 
in the unique 
position of 
hiring 
undergraduate 
students to 
mentor for the 
first time in his 
career. I was lucky enough that Dr. Chuss was willing to 
take a chance on an inexperience chemical engineer. 
That summer, I worked multiple jobs, biked 8 miles to 
and from work, and ate rice to afford to stay and 
research. This was all worth it in order to produce 
instruments that would aid NASA’s mission, some of 
which are currently in space. I even got to visit NASA’s 
Goddard Space Center to test the quality of the 
instruments I created. Because of this opportunity, my 
career in research was launched. From this work 
experience, I’ve gone on to work at one of our country’s 
national laboratories - Los Alamos Laboratories. 

A completed cryogenic calibrator. 

My research partners and me outside of  
Goddard Space Center. 

A representation of what PIXIE will look like. 



Student Spotlight - Chris Sheldon - Finance & Accounting 
My name is 
Christopher 
Sheldon and I 
am a senior 
Accounting and 
Finance double 
major at 
Villanova 
University. 
When I started 
off my 
freshman year 
at Villanova, I 
had a vague 
understanding 
of the 
accounting 
profession. It 
wasn’t until the 

second semester of my freshman year that I began to 
develop my passion for accounting. 

After starting my semester with financial 
accounting, I decided to take on a new challenge. I had 
decided to join Villanova University Tech Crew 
(VUTC). Out of all the clubs on campus, VUTC is by 
far the most unique, no other group on campus is 
qualified as both an student run business and a club 
that provides fantastic real-life work and leadership 
experience. At the time, as an event staff, I helped set 
up speaker systems and advanced lighting fixtures at 
events across campus. As time went on, I worked my 
way up through the organization and began to shadow 
VUTC’s finance manager. Through this experience, I 
had the opportunity to learn how the club operated, 

how payrolls were sent out for 
our forty staff, and how 
VUTC kept track of 
budgeting. After a year of 
working at VUTC, I was 
elected to the role of financial 
manager by the executive 
board. As financial manager, I 
have been able to apply what I 
have learned in my finance 
and accounting courses to the 
real world. It is an experience 
that I will never forget! To the 
Left  is a picture of VUTC’s 
Executive Board where I am 
the fourth person from the 
right. 

As a student taking 
intermediate accounting, I 
learned that reviewing and 

auditing financial statements can be difficult. Often 
times, the financial statements I reviewed with my 
team would include accounting concepts that we had 
only brief exposure to. Many students are intimidated 
by the challenges set forth by the intermediate 
accounting coursework, however, these challenges 
only encouraged me to work harder. Due to my passion 
for accounting, I spent many nights reviewing 
accounting concepts such as deferred tax assets/
liabilities, proposing journal entries, and reviewing the 
financial statements for a mock company with the 
members of my team. The passion for researching 
financial accounting concepts and drive for 
overcoming challenges that I developed during 
Intermediate Accounting have led me to further pursue 
accounting. 

Last summer, I had the opportunity to work with the 
Bank of New York Mellon as a summer analyst within 
internal audit. I was provided the opportunity to assist 
the investment services team on several audits.                     

A picture of me with the other Internal Audit 
Summer Analysts and Jack McNamara, our 
group’s Deputy Chief Auditor, at BNY Mellon. 
Throughout my internship, I attended walkthrough 
meetings with our clients and provided assistance to 
the team by writing narratives for walkthrough 
meetings, testing various controls, and running IQA’s 
on completed audits. Working in the audit department 
over the summer taught me about the audit process and 
gave me hands on experience with accounting 
programs such as Teammate. This Summer, I will be 
working at KPMG in New York City as an Audit 
Intern serving KPMG’s clients in the Financial 
Services industry. As an Audit Intern, I will be 
assisting in the review of public and private firm’s 
financial statements. As the starting date gets closer 
and closer, I’ve become increasingly more excited 
about working at KPMG and the opportunities that this 
internship will provide for me. I hope this experience 
will convince me to continue my career in public 
accounting with KPMG.  



 April  Donor of the Month –  Roger  Kent ‘90 
 

Basketball has always been Roger’s first passion, so 
when Villanova won the championship back in 1985, he 
knew that was the school for him.  Upon graduating in 
1990 from Villanova, Roger spent four years working 
for JP Morgan. Roger enjoyed working in the financial 
industry but realized his true calling was to work directly 
with clients so he decided to make a career change.    

Roger became   a Certified Financial Planner for Merrill 
Lynch in Wayne, PA and  just celebrated his 25th 
anniversary with the firm.   He was recently named to 
Forbes “Best-in-State Wealth Advisors” list for 2019. 

Roger tries to give back to Villanova by hiring students 
as his interns.  About a year ago, while out to dinner 
with a client, Roger was waited on by one of our Blue/

White Scholarship 
Fund recipients - 
Liz Ovsyannikova. 
Upon hearing Liz 
tell her story, Roger 
offered her an 
internship and she 
continues to work 
with him 
now.  Roger was 
able to learn more 
about the Blue 
White Scholarship 
Foundation from 
Liz and loved the 
fact that the 
organization asks 
all of the 
scholarship 
recipients to pay it 
forward by helping 

a future student.  

The concept of Pay It Forward has been near and dear 
to Roger’s heart ever since he read the book by the 
same title back in 2001. When Roger and his fiancé 
Melissa expressed their desire to get married in the 
Villanova Chapel and to have their reception at 
Overbrook Golf Club, Roger’s parents were gracious 
enough to pay for the reception. On the night before 
the wedding, Roger gave a copy of the Pay It 
Forward book to his parents, writing a note inside 
thanking them and admitting to his parents that he 
wasn’t sure if he would ever be able to pay them 
back for their generosity, but promised to pay it 
forward someday.  

Since that time, Roger and Melissa have been directing 
a portion of their income to a separate account that 
they titled Pay It Forward. They try  
to use this account for charitable contributions and 
random acts of kindness.  So when Liz recently let 
Roger know that we were raising scholarship monies at 

our Casino Night fundraiser, Roger and Melissa agreed 
to step up and sponsor a table for the event.   

Roger and Melissa currently reside in Chester Springs, 
PA  and have three children ages 17, 15 and 13.  They 
both enjoy running marathons and   
ultramarathons.  They 
also enjoy spending 
quality family time in 
Ocean City, NJ.   

Roger still has a 
passion for basketball 
and enjoys playing in 
adult leagues as well 
as coaching his 
children.   

Besides our Blue 
White Scholarship 
Foundation, Roger 
and Melissa volunteer 
their time with Natural 
Lands and support 
the ultimate pay it 
forward organization - Save Unborn Life.  

We are so 
excited to have 
Roger & Melissa 
on board and 
acknowledge 
their faith and 
dedication to 
“Paying It 
Forward” 

Liz  knew  Casino Night was a big 
fundraiser so she asked her boss 
to support the cause.  Everyone 
was so impressed with Roger that 
now he’s being interviewed to 
serve on the Board of Directors.  

Our Wedding at the Villanova Chapel  

Coach Kent! 

The Kent Family 



                                             
On Jeff ‘JPL’ Lipson…  Well, 
there are really two JPL’s.  
[My friends all call me JPL.]  
On one hand, I am the CEO 
of Layer 8 Security, a Cyber 
Security advisory and 
consulting firm.  My super 
hero alter ego however, I’m 
Colonel Lipson, United States 
Marine Corps. 

To quote the Talking Heads, from their song,           
‘Once in a Lifetime:’ 
And you may find yourself —-Living in a shotgun 
shack……With a beautiful wife 
And you may ask yourself, well- How did I get here? 

I’m not ashamed to admit, I was on the ‘Five Year Plan’ 
at Villanova.  Other than wanting to be a Marine, I really 
didn’t know who I wanted to be when I grew up.  I 
changed majors at least 3 times…  But at one point, I 
was a computer science student and worked at several 
local companies as an IT intern.  This experience would 
have a lasting influence on my life and career… 

I was commissioned a 2ndLt of Marines in 1992 and after 
the Basic School, went on to become a 
Communications Officer.  [In the Marines, a CommO 
does voice and data communications technology, e.g. 
not Public Affairs.]  I was stationed in Camp Lejeune 
and had the opportunity to deploy with the 22nd Marine 
Expeditionary Unit.  While overseas we performed a 
myriad of missions from TRAP support (Tactical 
Recovery of Aircraft and Personnel) in the Adriatic 
(Bosnia) to NEOs (Non-combative Evacuation 
Operations) in West Africa (Liberia).  [I earned my first 
Combat Action Ribbon there, so one wonders about the 
‘Non-combative’ part…] 

1stLt Lipson and Sgt Carmichael aboard the USS 
Guam in the Straits of Messina (1996). 

After a number of 
years on active duty, 
I decided to come 
back to the 
Philadelphia area and 
begin my ‘civilian 
career.’  
Understandably, I 
was drawn to 
technology and 
ended up working at 
several area 
companies with ever  
increasing roles, 
eventually becoming 

CIO of Parente Randolph / Beard (now Baker Tilly).  [I 
remained in the Marine Reserve however.] 

                                                        
During this time, I met my 
wife, Susan (flying to the 
UK for business; we sat 
next to each other on the 
flight).  [Hands down, this 
is the best thing that ever 
happened to me, save the 
birth of our daughter.]  In 
2004, I was recalled to 
active duty and I deployed 
to Iraq (Falluja) as the 
CommO for 4th Civil Affairs 
Group.  I was there for the 
battle of Falluja in 
November 2004.  I had a number of jobs, but as a Civil 
Affairs Team leader, I had an opportunity to help in the 
rebuild of Falluja after major kinetic operations.  I didn’t 

have any 
experience in 
power, water and 
sewer, but 
fortunately I had a 
lot of help from the 
Navy Seabees, the 
Army Corps of 
Engineers and the 
Iraqis themselves. 

Susie and I were 
blessed with the 

birth of our daughter, Siena, in 2005. My Commanding 
Officer let me fly home from Iraq to see her born.—-After 
I left active duty (for the second time) I returned to my 
civilian career, starting an IT company called 
SaberSource, with a fellow Villanovan, Jeff Middleton.  
However, the Marines called again…  [We ended up 
merging SaberSource with the  IT Company, Lantium.] 

In 2010, I was asked to help start a new unit for the 
Marine Corps; Marine Forces Cyber Command (a 
service component of US Cyber Command).  I returned 
to active duty for nearly 3 years.  [In the gamut of cool 
jobs, this one rated a 10+.  I worked side by side with 
NSA colleagues doing awesome stuff.]  (Yes, “stuff”.) 

Despite how much I loved this job, eventually, I was 
drawn back home and started, surprise surprise, a cyber 
security company.  We’ve grown from a small office in 
Exton with a handful of teammates, to a thriving regional 
firm (now HQ’d in Malvern).  I give a lot of credit to my 
team, and especially my business partner, Kevin Hyde, a 
fellow Marine from Marine Cyber Command. 

I’ve remained in the Marine Reserve, and a few years 
ago, was hand-picked to build another new Marine unit, a 
Tactical Defensive Cyber Operations company (two 
actually).  I’ve also been promoted to Colonel.  There is 
nothing like leading Marines and I am immensely proud 
of the work they have done in helping create this new 
capability for the Corps. -And well, that’s I how I got here. 

May Donor of the Month - JPL Lipson ‘92 ( Past Board Member) 

Major Lipson, Falluja (2005). 

Major        
Lipson and 
Susan  
(Susie) 
(2002). 



 

Casino  
Night 

Above: Bill and 
Patty Seeger 
and their son 
Mike. 

Dylan Cottone and friends enjoying Casino Night! 

Roger Kent 
and Friends 



 

 

BWSF Scholars: Andrew Camaj, Chris 
Sheldon,  Dan Gomez, Leah Berman, 
Shelly Henling, and Lynne Kelley. 

Below: Mandy Kennett, Phil Parker 
and Paul Corby 

Right:  
Board Member  
Bob Catelli 

Above: Eileen Casey, Frank Burke and 
Board Member Hilary Mainka. 

Below: Professor Patty Crenny, Board Mem-
ber Brendan Cox and Stephan Milo 

Above: Joe Hare Jr and 
Friend’s at the Craps table! 
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Be our Guest!  

Blue White Reunion  

Cocktails and Luncheon               
Friday June 7, 1 to 5 pm 

Overbrook Golf 
Club 

799 Godfrey Rd 

Villanova, PA 
19085    

Interested in playing golf 
in the morning? Call Kate 
with your threesome. Cost 

is $175 per person 

RSVP (610) 519‐0777 


